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This marking scale is to be applied to all essay-based exam and coursework, but excludes more substantial work such as projects, dissertations etc for which other marking schemes have been established. It is also not to be used for marking problem-based or short answer questions, since specialised marking schemes are available for these.

All available marks on the scheme below should be used as and when appropriate. Students should not be penalised for including irrelevant material insofar as they have penalised themselves by wasting their own time. However work which is awarded marks above 85% should not contain irrelevant material. Assessment of spelling and grammar should not be a major component of the mark awarded; however marks should not be awarded for information that can only be guessed because of poor presentation.

Borderline marks 40, 50, 60, 70 and 90 (in bold) should be awarded for answers which fulfil all of the criteria for the immediately lower mark, plus some of those for the higher mark. Marks of 40 (borderline pass) and 30 (compensatable fail) are particularly significant and their use should be justified appropriately in annotations by markers.

Two sets of annotations, neither of which are mutually exclusive, are provided allowing for accurate allocation of marks. The second set is divided under the following headings -
K	Knowledge
C	Coverage
U	Understanding
A	Awareness
R	Reading

	Marks (%)
	Criteria

	100
	Outstanding answer with high degree of originality/flair/insight.  Possibly the very best that could be achieved at a given level.
	K	Contains all of the relevant information with no errors or only insignificant errors
C	Addresses all aspects of the subject
U	Displays an excellent understanding of the subject within a wider context
A	Gives extensive evidence of critical awareness and independent thinking
R	Has read extensively beyond the essential material


	
95
	
Outstanding answer with clear evidence of originality/flair/insight.
	

	90
	
	

	85
	Excellent answer, with evidence of supplementary reading and some originality /insight in its approach
	K	Contains all of the relevant information with no or very few minor errors and no major errors
C	Addresses all aspects of the subject
U	Displays a good understanding of the subject within a wider context
A	Contains evidence of critical awareness and independent thinking
R	Has read beyond the essential material


	80
	Very good answer, well presented with clear, logical arguments, and conveying a clear depth of understanding or breadth of coverage. Evidence of some original thought.

	

	
75
	Generally accurate, organised and well-informed, logical and thorough. Definite  indication of extra study, attempts to analyse
I/IIi borderline
	

	70
	
	

	65
	Reasonably comprehensive – covering most important points , even if limited to lecture material. Possibly some minor omissions






Iii/IIii borderline
	K	Contains most of the relevant information but may include some minor errors though no major ones
C	Addresses all aspects of the subject but might not give adequate coverage to all aspects
U	Displays an understanding of the subject within a wider context but this might not be substantial
A	Contains some evidence of critical awareness and independent thinking but depends mainly on factual information
R	Has read and understood at least some of the essential material



	60
	
	

	55
	Adequate answer, but limited to lecture material, with some minor errors or omissions.  Little or no cross referencing between lectures.






	K	Contains the central core of essential information but may include some minor errors and a few major errors
C	Does not address all aspects of the subject and might not give adequate coverage to the aspects that are addressed
U	Has some understanding of the subject within a wider context but this might be limited
A	Little evidence of critical awareness and independent thinking
R	Might have read the essential material, but probably with limited understanding


	50
	
	

	45
	Incomplete answer.  Information is 
Sparse, possibly poorly organised with some or many  inaccuracies.




	K	Contains only a limited amount of the relevant information and may include minor and major errors
C	Addresses some aspects of the subject but coverage of these aspects is incomplete
U	Has only a limited understanding of the subject within a wider context
A	Very little, if any, evidence of critical awareness and independent thinking
R	No evidence of having read the essential material

	40

	Pass/compensatable fail borderline. This mark is the bare minimum required for a clear pass and represents attainment of the minimal standard requisite with intended learning objectives
	

	35
	Deficient answer. Many omissions.  
Some relevant facts and general approach sensible.




	K	Contains very little relevant information, though some is present, and may include minor and major errors
C	Addresses a few aspects of the subject but coverage is very incomplete
U	Has little or no understanding of the subject within a wider context
A	No evidence of critical awareness and independent thinking
R	No evidence of having read the essential material

	30
	Compensatable fail/outright fail borderline. Deficient answer. Many omissions.  Some relevant facts and general approach sensible. This answer is barely enough to achieve above an outright fail having barely achieved some of the intended learning objectives

	

	25
	Answer largely irrelevant, but displays some understanding of the general subject

	K	Contains very little relevant information and what is present is incomplete and probably out of context, and there may be many minor and major errors
C	Coverage is sketchy and unfocussed
U	Has no understanding of the topic within a wider context
A	No evidence of critical awareness and independent thinking
R	No evidence of having read anything

	20


	

Answer largely irrelevant, the information may be poorly structured, confused with many errors

	

	15

	
	

	
10

	Answer mostly irrelevant, a very poor answer which may only vaguely address one aspect of the question.

	K	Just a few relevant words and phrases and there may be many minor and major errors
C	Coverage is wholly inadequate
U	Has no context
A	Totally lacking in critical awareness and independent thinking
R	No evidence of having read anything

	5
	Hardly any answer – maybe one or 2 key words implying the most basic awareness of the subject
	

	0
	No answer, or answer totally irrelevant/incorrect. (including cases where the question has been mis-read).
	



